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Serra Mission:  Promote and support vocations to the ministerial priesthood and consecrated life in the 

Catholic Church 

 

From the President 
The Mass and Lunch for installation of officers and new members was 

hosted by the Metro Serra Club in June.  Les Clark, Susan Hopper, and 

John Hopper were officially installed as new members.  Bill Koch, Kay 

Irvin Walo, and I were (re)installed as officers.  We are set for the next year.  

Two major events are planned for the fall.  We host the Religious Women’s 

Lunch at Royal Oaks on Saturday, September 26.  We will need volunteers 

and member participation to make it work.  The nuns always have a great 

time.  The Altar Server Awards Mass and Lunch are scheduled for Saturday, 

October 17.  Put both dates on your calendar now and volunteer to help if 

you possibly can.  

A year in review: 

• In the past official Serra year (June 1 – May 31) we have welcomed five new members:  Andy 

England, Les Clark, Ron Baker, Susan Hopper, and John Hopper.   

• We supported and participated in the diocese wide Altar Server Award Mass and Lunch at 

Bishop Lynch High School. 

• We provided donuts for an after-Mass treat for the seminarians at Holy Trinity Seminary three 

times.   

• We were represented at the Religious Women’s Lunch in October.  

• Our Advent Mass and Dinner in December were well attended.  

• We supported and participated in the biennial priests’ convocation.  

Not every member can participate in every event, but I am so proud of our club and our 

accomplishments, all devoted to encouraging and supporting vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life.  

 

Prayerfully yours,  

 
Dr. Richard Joseph, President Serra Club of Dallas 

Dallas Serra Speaks 
Charter Date:  March 17, 1948 July 2026 
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Volume 74, Issue 9 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.serradallas.org/


2 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 
Summer has officially arrived in Texas, where it is so hot even the 

mosquitos seem to be flying slower.  On the bright side, the heat gives us 

a wonderful excuse to gather indoors for fellowship, and to be especially 

thankful for air conditioning.  Please stay cool, stay hydrated, and enjoy 

this month’s Serra newsletter! 

 

-Corbin Bain 

 

 

 

 

 

Serra Club of Dallas 
 

President  Richard Joseph  paparjj@sbcglobal.net 

President-Elect Bill Koch   bill@homenhancements.com 

Secretary  Kay Walo   keirvin@earthlink.net 

Treasurer  Jeff Kuntz   j_s_kuntz@yahoo.com  

Vocations  Steve Mentesana  smentesana@walkerdunlop.com  

Programs  Bill Koch   bill@homenhancements.com 

Membership  Lisa Colgin   lisa.colgin@gmail.com 

Communications Corbin Bain   c-bain@ti.com   

Chaplain  Fr. Ignacio Olvera  fr.ignacio@faithfitnessministry.org 

Chaplain  Fr. Cesar Garcia  cgarcia@stjosephcc.net 

Twitter      @serra_dallas 

Website      serradallas.org 

Vocations      dallasvocations.org 

Club Express      https://serraclub.clubexpress.com 
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Calendar 

 

August 7, Friday  First Friday Mass & Breakfast 

    6:45 am, Royal Oaks CC 

    8:00 am, Board Meeting 

 

August 21, Friday  Lunch  

12:00pm, Royal Oaks CC 

 

September 4, Friday  First Friday Mass & Breakfast 

    6:45 am, Royal Oaks CC 

    8:00 am, Board Meeting 

 

September 18, Friday  Lunch  

12:00pm, Royal Oaks CC 

 

September 26, Saturday Religious Women’s Appreciation Luncheon 

    12:00pm, Royal Oaks CC 

 

October 2, Friday  First Friday Mass & Breakfast 

    6:45 am, Royal Oaks CC 

    8:00 am, Board Meeting 

 

October 16, Friday  Lunch  

12:00pm, Royal Oaks CC 

  

October 17, Saturday  Altar Server Event 

    Bishop Lynch High School 

 

November 6, Friday  First Friday Mass & Breakfast 

    6:45 am, Royal Oaks CC 

    8:00 am, Board Meeting 

 

November 20, Friday  Lunch  

12:00pm, Royal Oaks CC 

 

December TBD  Advent Dinner 

    Lakewood CC 
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Financial Report 
Club Treasurer Jeff Kuntz reported the following budget for the current fiscal year: 

 

 

 
The club currently possesses the following financial assets: 

Bank accounts:        $14,314 

Mutual funds:         $31,112 
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Election of Officers 
The following club officers were elected for the coming term of 2026-2027 by membership vote.  

Thank you for your service! 

 

President Richard Joseph 

President Elect & VP Programs Bill Koch 

Secretary Kay Walo 

Treasurer Jeff Kuntz 

VP Vocations Steve Mentesana 

AVP Vocations Fab Maceda 

VP Communications & Past Pres. Corbin Bain 

VP Membership Lisa Colgin 

AVP Membership Les Clark 

AVP Programs & 3rd Year Trustee Steve Huff 

1st Year Trustee Chuck Kobdish 

2nd Year Trustee Greg Hoffman 
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Christ the King Catholic Church was the setting on June 20 for the New Member Mass, which 

was a joint event for our club and the Metro Dallas Serra Club.  The Mass was celebrated by Father 

Arthur Unachukwu, and our new members Les Clark, Susan Hopper, and John Hopper were 

recognized (new member Ron Baker was unable to attend).  Following Mass, the clubs adjourned 

to the Dallas Country Club for a luncheon which featured the Officer Installation ceremony. 

   Photo Credits: Teresa Rafidi  

Club President Richard Joseph, Les Clark, Fr. 

Arthur, Susan Hopper, John Hopper 

John Hopper, Susan Hopper and others 

enjoyed the luncheon at the beautiful DCC. 

Kay Walo visits with Fr. Arthur. Richard Joseph (right) with Fr. Arthur and 

officers of the Metro Dallas Serra club 
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New Member Spotlight 

 

Les Clark 

I was born and raised in Dallas, graduated from 

Texas Tech University, and began my adult career 

in Dallas.  My wife Lauri and I have been married 

for 45 years and were members of St. Pius X Parish 

where our two daughters attended school.  We are 

members of St. Thomas Aquinas for 30 years now 

and have served in several ministries over the years.  

I look forward to serving vocations and other 

ministries through the Serra Club.    

 

 

 

 

John and Susan Hopper 
John and Susan Hopper have been 

married for 37 years and have called St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church home for the 

past 16 years. Proud graduates of Texas 

A&M University, the couple shares a 

deep commitment to both their 

professional and community lives. 

Susan serves as the Director of 

Communications and Marketing for an 

East Dallas non-profit, drawing on her 

extensive background as an educator 

and consultant at ESD and St. John’s 

Episcopal School. She earned her PhD 

from UNT in 2014. John is the Senior 

Managing Director of Treasury at Dallas 

College, following a successful career as 

an investment broker and manager, and 

holds a master’s in finance from the 

University of Dallas (2016). Blessed with one son and one grandson, John and Susan love 

spending their free time traveling—especially to Italy—exploring National Parks and making 

memories with their grandson. 
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Serra Happenings 

Vocations Awareness Program - June 12-14 

Men and women interested in learning 

more about discerning God's call 

gathered June 12-14 at the University of 

Dallas in Irving for the annual Vocation 

Awareness Program. Throughout the 

weekend, participants were inspired by 

dynamic talks and panel discussions, 

engaged in meaningful one-on-one 

conversations with priests and religious 

women, and found time for quiet 

adoration and the celebration of Mass. 

The annual event is presented by the 

offices of Vocations for the Catholic Diocese of Dallas and the Diocese of Fort Worth in 

partnership with the Serra Clubs of Dallas and Fort Worth.  Many thanks to our Vocations officers 

Steve Mentesana and Fab Maceda for helping to make the weekend a success. 

 

Religious Women’s Appreciation Luncheon – September 26 

The Dallas Serra Clubs will host the annual 

Religious Women’s Appreciation Luncheon on 

September 26 at Royal Oaks Country Club.  

This event is a joint effort of the four Dallas area 

clubs and this year it is our turn to be the lead 

club in organizing the event. The sisters always 

enjoy this event and the food, fellowship and 

entertainment that it offers. 

 

 

Altar Server Recognition Event – October 17 

Following up on last year’s hugely 

successful event, planning is underway 

for the next Altar Server Recognition 

Event.  Once again, we will be joining 

forces with the other Dallas Serra clubs to 

create an event encompassing all parishes 

in the Dallas Diocese.  The event will be 

held October 17 at Bishop Lynch High 

School. 
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Pope Leo Message on USA’s 250th Anniversary  
I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all 

Americans on the occasion of the 250th 

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 

of Independence. This semiquincentennial 

marks that defining moment in the history 

of the United States of America, July 4, 1776, 

that gave enduring voice to the ideals of 

liberty, equality, the pursuit of happiness, 

justice and democratic self-government. 

For two and a half centuries, generations of 

Americans have worked together to carry 

these principles forward — through 

sacrifice, service, innovation and civic participation. This anniversary stands as an invitation not 

only to celebrate the nation’s remarkable journey, but also to reflect upon the responsibilities that 

the sons and daughters of this country bear to one another, and to the generations who will inherit 

the nation that is being shaped today.  

Among the most cherished of these principles is religious freedom — the right of every person to 

worship according to conscience and to practice their faith openly, without coercion or fear. In 

marking this anniversary, it is important to recognize that freedom of religion has long been 

central to the American promise, protecting both individual dignity and the peaceful coexistence 

of a diverse people. 

This same freedom has permitted the Catholic Church to take root and flourish within the United 

States, to the advantage not only of her own members, but of the entire nation. As faithful sons 

and daughters of the Church, Catholics are called to imbue every dimension of their existence 

with the charity of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 5:14), living out the Gospel in the circumstances of daily life. 

Such a way of living has given rise to the many benefits that the Church has provided over the 

years to the development of this nation. In particular, I bring to mind her service in areas of 

education, the preferential care of the poor, healthcare and basic social services, to name a few. 

In the Encyclical “Sapientiae Christianae,” my predecessor Pope Leo XIII wrote that “no better 

citizen is there… than the Christian who is mindful of his duty” (no. 7). In fact, faith — far from 

standing in opposition to the responsibilities of citizenship — lends new vigor to the pursuit of 

justice, peace and the common good, bringing to perfection every natural gift bestowed by the 

Creator. Saint Paul himself encouraged the early Christians to pray for those in positions of 

authority in order to live a peaceful life in accord with the will of God (cf. 1 Tim 2:2).  

Congratulations on this extraordinary national anniversary. May the spirit of 1776 continue to 

inspire hope and unity as the United States of America moves into the future. In assuring all of 

you of my prayers in your renewed efforts to strengthen the nation in the principles that guided 

its Founding Fathers, I entrust you to the intercession of the Immaculate Conception, patroness 

of this country, that she will continue to watch over America and protect all who dwell therein. 
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The 31 Club 
Club members listed below will attend 

Mass to pray for vocations every 

month on the date listed: 

1-D.Sul/S.Hopper 

 

16-G. Hoffman 

 2-M. Goethals 17-S. Jackson 

3-R. Joseph 18-R. Baker 

4-F. Maceda 19-R. Williams 

5-L. Clark 20-G.Mangelsdorf 

6-C. Kobdish 21-M. George 

7-S. Polak 22-S. Huff 

8-J. Sullivan 23-L. Colgin 

9-B.Minshall 24-B. Koch 

10-M. Sullivan 25-A. Schaar 

11-K.Walo 26-T. Yoxall 

12-TV Mangelsdorf 27-J. Kuntz 

 
13-J. Hopper 28-B. McDaniel 

14-T. Wandstrat 29-A. England 

15-J. Shea 30-S. Mentesana 

 31-C. Bain 

 


